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1.-6. (canceled) 



7. (currently amended) :Phe-ba nd control dovia fr^aHtoMd4ft-^n- 4A band control 
device comprising: 

a controller for aggregating a plurality of p hysical links over an Ethernet network into a 

single logical link, and 

^ distributor for distributing a traffic to a suh-l pgical link into which specified ones of the 

physical links in The logical link are aggregated m M to m eet a specified condition of the f raFRr 

therein the controller transmits/receives a messa^ for establishing the suh-lnp in^] |j nk 

to/from an opposite controller. 

wherein the controller returns a message for establishing a sub-logical link port 

established based on the received message as a return sub-logical link port. 

8. - 10. (canceled) 

11. (currently amended) aB-baaeU e ri Trol dovicc q j olai mu l k^WSA band control 
device comprising: 

^"troller for aggregating a nlmalitv of physica l links over an Ethernet network into » 

single logical link, and 

a distributor for distributing a traffic to a snh-l o gjcal link into w hich mecifierl on P , nfth* 

physical links in the logical link are aggregated s o as to meet a specified condition of the traffic, 
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wherein the, controller transmits/receives a message for establishing the sub-lop ical linlr 

to/from an opposit e controller. 

wherein the controller re lays the message to a subsequent apparatus. 

. wherein when a band of the sub-logical link requested by the received message is larger 

than an assignable band of a sub-logical link in the subsequent apparatus, the controller discards 
the message and returns an error message. 

12. (currently amended) Tha-bftBd-eeKtm l dovioo as claim e d m -dajm- SA band control 

device comprising: 

a controller for aggregating a plurality of phys i cal links over an Ethernet network intn B 

single logical link, and 

a distributor for distributing a traffic to a suh-lnp jcal link into which specified or.^ nf th« 

physical links in the logical link are aggreg ated so as to m^t a s pecified condition of the traffic, 

w herein the controller transmits/receives a ma s sage for establishing the sub-lop i™! linir 

to/from an opposite controller, 

wherein the controller relays the meaaafl n to a subsequent app aralns 

said baud control device f urther comprising a scheduler for transmitting a traffic, with a 

priority control, to the subsequent apparatus, 

the controller instructing the scheduler to transmit the traffic which meets the specified 
condition with a priority, and transmitting a message notifying a request band of the traffic to the 
subsequent apparatus. 
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16. (currently amended) awbaad-e omrol dovioc as ^laiffle^4 I ^feHHH -A hand control 
device comp rising 

a- controller for aggregating a plurality of p hysical links over an Ethernet network into a 

single lo gical link, and 

ft distributor tor distributing a traffic to a su b-logical link into which specified ones nf tha 

physical links in the logical link are aggreg ated s o as to meet a specified condition of the traffic , 

wh e re 'n, the controller transmits/receive a message for establishing the sub-lonical link 

to/from an opposite controller. 

_ wherein when the physical link included in the sub-logical link degenerates and no 

physical link substituted for the degenerated physical link can be secured, the controller transmits 
a message requesting that a number of physical links included in the sub-logical link should be 
decreased. 

17. (currently amended) ¥he4»««l-eeatre^tev^^ band control 

device comprising: 

aCQPtroUer for aggregating a plurality of phy s ical links over an Ethernet network into a 

single logic al link, and 

a distributor for distributing a traffic to a sub-lo gical link into which sp ecified ^ nf Uu- 

Physical lipks , in the logical link are aggregated so as to mn* » specified mot ion of rhft traffic 
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a&grein the contToller transits/receiv es a message for establishing the sub-logical Hn l^ 

to/from an opposite controller. 

wherein when no physical link exists since the physical link excluded in the sub-logical 

link is degenerated, the controller transmits a message requesting that a number of physical links 
included in the sub-logical link should be decreased. 

18. (currently amended) - The baud oonlrol d e vice as olnH aed4n-&laja^ 4A band control 
device comprising ! 

a controller for aggregating a plurality o f physical links over an Ethernet network intn * 

sin&le logical link, and 

a distributor for distributing a traffic to a sub-logical link into which sp ecified oriss nfth* 

physical links in the logical Utile are aggregated so as t o meet a specified condition of the traffic, 

wherein the controller transmits/receiv fi s a message for establishing the suh-lop i^l link 

to/from an opposit e controller, 

sajd band control device further comprising a traffic monitor for monitoring an amount of 

a traffic except the traffic which meets the specified condition, 

the controller decreasing a number of physical links included in the sub-logical link when 
the traffic amount becomes larger than a predetermined amount, and outputting a message 
requesting that the number should be decreased. 
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19. (original) The band control' device as claimed in claim 16, 17, or 18 where^when 
receiving the number decrease request message, the controller decreases the number of physical" 
links included in a corresponding sub-logical link. 



20. (original) The band control device as claimed in claim- 19 wherein the controller 
further relays the number decrease request message to a subsequent apparatus. 

21. (currently amended) ^l^aftd-eegfeel- ^icp ns olaimc d-jfl-ektiff^l -A band control 
device comprising: 

a controller f or aggregating a plurality of phys i cal links over a n Ethernet n^rfr int» a 

single logical link, and 

iL d l stributor for distributing a traffic to a snh-ln p W ii nk into wh ich specified nn« nfth, 

physical links in the logical link are agprrepa t ed so as to mt*t a specified condition of the traffic 

^herein the controller transmits/receives a m essage for asrablishing the sub-logical link 

to/from an opposite controll er, j 

wherein when receiving a message requesting an establishment of a sub-logical link 

different from the sub-logical link already established and no requested band can be secured, the 
controller returns an error message. 

22. (original) The band control device as claimed in claim 21 wherein when receiving the 
error message, a source controller of the establishment request message transmits again the 
establishment request message after a standby for a fixed period. 
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23. -24. (canceled) 
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